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John Thomson is back in Formosa, after 150 years
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Curator: René Viénet
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John Thomson
1837-1921
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Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, Thomson
worked as an apprentice for an optical
instrument manufacturer, which opened
his eyes on photography. Graduated from
Watt Institution and School of Arts, he
later became the pioneer among those
early explorers in Formosa and a great
documentary photographer.
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e The antiquities of Cambodia, 1867
Iilustrations of China and its people, 1873-1874 (HREEHFEHAEER) &
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e ‘“Notes of a journey in southern Formosa,” Journal of the Royal Geographical Society

43,
e “Voyage en Chine. Formose, "

pp.
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Notes by A. Talandier. Le Tour du Monde (1875),
209-224, 225-240

® The land ﬂndpepple ofC/Jina:A short account afgeogmp/}y, history, religion,
social life, arts, industries, and government of China and its people, 1886
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1921

Straits of Malacca, Indo-China and China, 1877 (i - MR S FRyEe - hREGEEE)
Street life in London, 1877-1878 (B L)

Through Cyprus with a camera in the autumn of 1878, 1879

Through China with a camera, 1898 (EEEERTRY TR E )
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2/ #WEI Fort Zelandia, Formosa.
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray
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3/ EEfii Castor-oil plant, Formosa.

Courtesy of Wellcome Library
and Michael Gray
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Hakka costume and the sickle.
Courtesy of Wellcome Library
and Michael Gray |
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5/ #5147 % Poah-be (PaMa) chapel, Formosa.
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray

6/ FRHHBFFE FHR Bak-sa (MuZha) chapel and group, Formosa.
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray
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7/ RH D% 82 5% Young and old Bak-sa (MuZha) women, Formosa.
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray
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8/ R#fE A Natives of Bak-sa (MuZha).
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray
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9/ R A 1871 A native hunting party, Bak-sa (MuZha). 1871
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray




- 10/ FR LS M A LR
\ 1\ mountann sxrcambct\vctn Kn’san -po.(JiaXianPu) and Lau-long (LaoNong).
vcourlu) of Wellcome Library and \lle,l\ rel Gray
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11/ ZE MM 1 M M A fishing party near Lau-] -long (LaoNong).
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray




12/ %4 Hong -kos {5 /2 Hong-kos house, Lau-long (LaoNong).
Courtesy of Wellcome Library and Michael Gray i
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